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One of the Greater Latrobe School District’s treasures is a unique art collection
featuring over 200 paintings; it is the largest one in the United States that is

entirely student-selected and, for the most part, student purchased.
The Art Collection  began in the Great Depression under the leadership

of two extraordinary teachers: Mary Martha Himler and James R. Beatty.
Since 1936, the Special Art Collection has been a pioneering program for

students of the Greater Latrobe School District and the citizens of the
Latrobe area. The GLSD Art Conservation Trust, founded in 1991,

oversees the art collection and raises funds for its conservation, maintenance,
and special projects. The Art Conservation Trust is a volunteer, broad-based

community committee composed of community leaders, school district
administrators and staff and faculty representatives.

The Greater Latrobe community has supported the art collection from its
beginnings in 1936. James R. Beatty, one of the founders of the collection,

recognized that if the new concept was to succeed, it would need outside help
 He sent out his Student Council to enroll members of the Latrobe One Hundred

Friends of Art with dues of $1.00 a year, a not inconsiderable sum in the
depression time of the late 1930s. The Latrobe One Hundred Friends of Art

continues to support the art collection although the number has grown far beyond
100 and members now pay a 21st century amount of $25 a year.

Because of the unique partnership of school and community, the art collection
continues to grow and is preserved for future generations.



CHRISTIE NEALE
What I try to convey in my paintings is passion, color and a heart-felt dialogue beyond
words and semantics. Most artists have a specific style and philosophy they follow.
My only philosophy is to paint what I feel and inspire others. My true passion is being of
service to others utilizing my creativity. I began my volunteer work at the homeless
veteran’s shelter teaching oil painting classes to veteran’s suffering with PTSD. It was 
through my work at the VA that I witnessed first-hand the healing power of art.
As an exercise in letting go during my artistic process, I was looking for ways I could get
paint to move without my direct intervention. A moving substrate (resin) provided the basis
for experimentation, out of which my came my present work. Ambiguity is a feature of my
recent paintings and the viewer’s imagination completes the creative process. I enjoy
hearing the unique interpretations of my work. I believe fluidity, flow and light appeal to
aspects of our existence which lie within us, beyond words – something we understand
intuitively. Revealing these natural forces is my goal. To show movement, just as in nature
itself, and how things are in constant transformation.
My guiding principle has always been that nature is the best artist. Through visual 
metaphor, many of life’s questions can be discovered, explored, and sometimes answered. 
My ongoing process of discovery is what I want to share most in my current work.



ALAN BYRNE
“Civics” Oil

SHARI FINNEY
“Smiling Sweetly” Watercolor

RICH DANILCHAK
“End of Days” Digital Art

RICH DANILCHAK
“Feminine Mystique” Digital Art

RICH DANILCHAK
“Weeping Madonna-
A Motherʼs Premonition”
Digital Art

WILLIAM M. HOFFMAN JR.
“Ray Kinseyʼs Farm IV” Oil on Canvas



SHARI FINNEY
“Graceful Petals” Pastel

SHARI FINNEY
“Flower Abloom” Oil

JOY FAIRBANKS
“The Next Time You Pass This Way” Collage

ANITA LEGLER
“Strike Up The Band” Oil

TAMI LOUCO
“The Gorge” Oil

KATHY SARTORIS RAFFERTY 
“The Warmth of Our Best Friends”
Acrylic on Canvas



TAMI LOUCO
“Do you have any food or
are you just staring at us?” Oil

TAMI LOUCO
“Springtime Farm Valley” Oil

LYDIA MACK
“Lioness I” Oil on Canvas

LYDIA MACK
“Elephant, Ehlanzeni, South Africa”
Oil on Canvas

ADALBERTO ORTIZ
“Tipping Point”
Acrylic on Canvas

ADALBERTO ORTIZ
“White Awning” Acrylic on
Canvas Board



MARY BETH PONITZ
“Buick 8” Photography

MARY BETH PONITZ
“Eve” Photography

PEG PANASITI
“Cabbage Bloom” Watercolor

PEG PANASITI
“Red, White & Blue” Watercolor

KAREN RAFFERTY
“Bluebird Mountain
Momma” Oil

KAREN RAFFERTY
“Apples” Acrylic



JOSEPH RYZNAR
“On Concrete: Late Fall
Homage to Adolph Gottlieb”
Acrylic on Canvas

JOSEPH RYZNAR
“Marilyn” Acrylic on Canvas

JOSEPH RYZNAR
“Scrapmetal” Acrylic on Canvas

JOSEPH RYZNAR
“Suds”  Vinyl Plastic Behind
Plexiglass

JAN SABATOS
“Branching Out” Watercolor

TRACY WILBURN
“Emily in Winter” Watercolor
and Gouache



EILEEN STONER
“Kitten” Graphite

EILEEN STONER
“Tortoise” Graphite

EILEEN STONER
“Miss B.” Graphite

DIANA L. WILLIAMS
“Embrace the Differences”
Oil on Linen

MICHAEL SWAN
“The Onion Farmer” Oil



KATHRYN STRUTZ
“3 Ticket Ride” Watercolor

KATHRYN STRUTZ
“Cajun Chicken” Watercolor

KATHRYN STRUTZ
“Purrsian” Watercolor



MICHAEL SWAN
“The Wait” Oil

MICHAEL SWAN
“The Brook” Oil

RICHARD A. STONER
“March” Oil on Panel

RICHARD A. STONER
“January” Oil on Panel



Specializing in 
ITALIAN &
EUROPEAN

Cuisine

Visit us at
Ligonier and

Latrobe
Country Markets



Upcoming Classes
WATERCOLOR - MIXED MEDIA CLASS
with Sue Hrubes
tuesdays | october 4,11,18,25   10:00am-12:30pm

Broaden your understand of what can be achieved using
watercolor and mixed media. A class for ALL LEVELS.
Join us as we THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX!
Please bring your watercolor supplies with you. 
104# Arches cold press watercolor paper recommended.

LANDSCAPE - WATERCOLOR CLASS
with Elmer Knizner
thursdays | october 6,13,20,27, Nov. 3     9am-1pm

have some fun with watercolors as elmer knizner shows
you how to start and develop your landscapes. 
Step by step instructions.
Please bring your watercolor supplies with you. 
104# Arches cold press watercolor paper recommended.

WATERCOLOR CLASS
with Peg Panasiti
dates and times tba

Have some fun with watercolors as Peg Panasiti shows you
how to start, develop and then put the finishing touches
on your creation. Each week a new still life subject will
be set-up with step-by-step instructions. Good paper is the
key to success in watercolor. Peg recommends using 104#
Arches cold press watercolor paper.



THE FUTURE OF ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

REGIONAL ENTERTAINMENT CENTER

Upcoming Events
October 12-22 - The Glass Menagerie
November 9-19 - The 25th Annual

Putnam County Spelling Bee
www.thecabarettheatre.com

Art
begins within
the self.
The wellsprings
of creativity
come from
inside.

-Fred Rogers



ABOUT LATROBE ART CENTER
Latrobe Art Center is a 501 c 3 non-profit organization that has been in existence
for 12 years. The Center is comprised of 93 Gallery Artists that exhibit their work
and participate in 6 exhibits a year. The gallery rotates every two months keeping

everyone wanting to come back for more. Gabrielle Nastuck, graduate of Saint Vincent
College, is the Director of the Center.

Inside the Art Center is their signature “Neighborhood Cafe.” The cafe serves a
full breakfast and lunch menu by Ricolita’s Mediterranean & Italian Cuisine.

Latrobe Art Center is the hub of activity for downtown Latrobe. Throughout the
year, artists are encouraged to participate in their Holly Jolly Christmas

and the Great American Banana Split Celebration. These events draw between
300-500 people into downtown Latrobe. We partner with the businesses in 

town to create a successful fun-filled day for families.

The Center also has partnered with local businesses by hanging artwork in
their offices, restaurants, banks and stores. Currently over 100 pieces of artwork are

divided between 10 different locations: Commercial Bank and Trust,
Rose Style Shoppe, Latrobe Municipal Building, Arnold Palmer Regional Airport,

Chef Dato’s, Pizza Sienna, Latrobe Steel and The Main Street Wine Bar. 

Latrobe Art Center participates in community outreach programs and brings
close to 3,000 children into the art center yearly. The Buddy Art Program focuses

on children with special needs from St. Joe’s Preschool, LES Lifeskills Class
and Clellian Heights. The Art Among Us program includes a scavenger hunt

and smoothies from the cafe. The program covers LES, Christ the Divine Teacher
School, Prince of Peace Preschool and more...



LATROBE ART CENTER
819 Ligonier Street, Latrobe PA 15650

724.537.7011
www.latrobeartcenter.org

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday thru Friday 8am-5pm

Saturday 10am-3pm


